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    MATTHEW CHAPER 14- NOTES 
 
 Matthew 14 opens with the dramatic martyrdom of John the Baptist and marches right 
onto the feeding of the 5,000 with a mere pittance of a lunch and Jesus inviting Peter to walk 
on water. This chapter begs several questions to the modern disciple: How far are you willing to 
go to be a disciple of Jesus---to death? What could God do with the little you offer Him? Are 
you a water-walker, or are you content to just stay in the boat and never discover you can do 
far more than you ever thought possible.1 As a disciple you may be expected to forfeit your very 
life, feed crowds of people and meet overwhelming needs that would be impossible without 
God’s power, and walk on water to Jesus, ignoring strong opposing winds. Are you all in—or 
have one foot dangling over the boat in hesitation? Let’s see how the apostles meet the 
challenges. 
 
Matthew 14: 1-2: Who is Jesus? 
 Herod the Tetrarch is visibly upset. Who is this Jesus? Could it possibly be John the 
Baptist whom he beheaded? Nothing like a guilty conscience to keep you up at night! 
 Why does Matthew insert the story of John the Baptist here in his narrative, just prior to 
the feeding of the five thousand? How does an Old Testament reading of Elijah and Elisha give a 
clue? How is John a type of Elijah and Jesus a type of Elisha, who had double the portion of the 
Spirit of Elijah?  See 2 Kings 4. _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Historical Note: Herod the Tetrarch (or Herod Antipas) was the son of Herod the Great, who 
murdered the Holy Innocents of Bethlehem. Herod Antipas both beheaded John the Baptist and 
abused Jesus during His passion (Luke 23:7-11). He is not to be confused with Herod Agrippa I, a 
nephew of Herod the Great, who executed James the Greater in Acts 12:1-3. Herod Agrippa II 
was the son of Herod Agrippa I and later entertained St Paul, who had to answer to accusations 
while imprisoned at Caesarea (Acts 25:23). In all, four Herods surface in the New Testament, all 
of whom are grossly immoral. 
 
Matthew 14:3-12: The Death of John the Baptist 
 What is Jesus’ response to the report that his cousin had been killed by Herod? How do 
you deal with devastating family news? _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Why might it have been wise for Jesus not to confront Herod at this time? Remember 
that He was not One to back down from confronting people of power who were in the wrong. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
When is it appropriate to demand justice? A reading of the Minor Prophets of the Old 
Testament contain innumerable demands for social justice. _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                      
1 Questions are excerpts from the DVD:  Matthew: The King and His Kingdom: The Great Adventure by Jeff Cavins 
and Sarah Christmyer. DVD accompanies the workbook by the same title. (c) 2019 by Ascension Publishing, West 
Chester, PA. 
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What influence does Herodias have over her unnamed daughter? How have you influenced 
your daughter for good or ill? _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 This “account develops the parallel of John and what awaits Jesus. Both were regarded 
by the people as prophets, arrested on very flimsy grounds, executed on account of the 
weakness of a government official, buried by their disciples, and thought to have been raised 
from the dead.”2 
 According to Flavius Josephus, the Jewish historian, “Herod Antipas was married to a 
daughter of an Arabian king, but in spite of this he lived in concubinage with Herodias, his 
brother’s wife. St John the Baptist and Jesus himself often criticized the tetrarch’s immoral life, 
which was in conflict with the sexual morality laid down in the Law (Leviticus 18:16; 20:21) and 
was a cause of scandal. Josephus gives additional information—specifying that it was in the 
fortress of Makeronte that John was imprisoned (-- this fortress was on the eastern bank of the 
Dead Sea and was the scene of the banquet in question), and that Herodias’ daughter was 
called Salome.”3 
 
Matthew 14:13-21: Feeding of the Five Thousand 
Note: Barley bread was the cheapest available, with barley typically given to animals as feed. 
Why would the fact that the only food available for Jesus to carry out his miracle was barley 
bread be included by Matthew? ___________________________________________________ 
 Jesus’ multiplication of loaves is present in each of the four Gospels, testifying to its 
importance and significance. 
 
 Do you “have the mind of Jesus” (1 Corinthians 2:16)?  “Jesus asks his disciples to do 
something that is humanely impossible. What do you think the disciples learn from this 
experience? ___________________________________________________________________ 
 The disciples want to send the people away to fend for themselves; Jesus meets the 
needs of the people. The disciples look at the situation and their own resources; Jesus looks 
with compassion at the need of the people. The disciples conclude the situation is helpless; 
Jesus comes to a solution. Th disciples see only limitations; Jesus shows them abundance.”4 
 
 What little do you have to offer Jesus? Have you given it to Him without constraints? 
What might Jesus do with your assets? List them here. Are you willing to give it to Him? Why or 
why not? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                      
2 Karris, Robert, editor. The Collegeville Bible Commentary: New Testament. (c) 1992 by The Liturgical Press, 
Collegeville, MN, pp 883. 
3 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew- Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 138-
139.  
4 Cavins, Jeff and Sarah Christmyer. Workbook: Matthew: The King and His Kingdom. (c) 2019 by Ascension 
Publishing, West Chester, PA, pp 224. 
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 Why did Jesus involve His apostles in feeding the five thousand men (and possibly as 
many as 20,000 with the women and children counted)? CCC 1335. How does this prefigure the 
Mass? ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Important distinction: The feeding of the 5,000 involved Jews. The next chapter’s feeding of the 
4,000 occurred in Gentile territory. How does 1 Corinthians 10:14 suggest that Jesus as the 
Living Bread (John 6:51) came for ALL people? ________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Typology: 
 “When Jesus almost single-handedly feeds the entire company of five thousand 
Israelites in Matthew 14, we are reminded of not only the feeding miracle of Elisha (2 Kings 
4:42-44), but also the glorious times when David and his royal sons fed all Israel at the king’s 
own expense. David provided a feast of bread and wine to all Israel when the ark was brought 
to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6). Solomon did the same thing at the dedication of the Temple (1 Kings 
8). The good kings Hezekiah and Josiah provided a Passover meal for the entire nation largely at 
their own expense (2 Chronicles 30:24; 35: 7-8). So Jesus, the Son of David, feeding Israel at his 
own expense is part of a great royal tradition. Of course, these feeding miracles point forward 
to the Eucharist, where the Son of David, Jesus, feds us at his own expense in the most 
profound way possible : He gives us his very body and blood for food. The Gospel authors use 
this sequence of words—recline, take, give thanks, break, and distribute—when retelling the 
account of the Last Supper when the Eucharist was established. Early Christians heard these 
words every week at the celebration of the Eucharist, so the first readers of Matthew’s gospel 
were sure to recognize the connection with Jesus’ miraculous feedings.”5 
 
 
Matthew 14: 22-33: Walking on the Water 
Geographical note: Lake Galilee is only about 140 feet deep but is subject to dangerous 
tempests and wind storms. It would take about two hours to cross the Sea of Galilee by boat. 
This incident occurred between 3-6 AM (the 4th watch).  
 Jesus “went up on the mountain by himself to pray” (14:23). According to CCC 2602, 
“Jesus often draws apart to pray in solitude, on a mountain, preferably at night (Mark 1:35; 
6:46; Luke 5:16). His words and works are manifestation of his prayer in secret.” How has your 
day flowed thus far? Does it reflect the time you spent with Jesus this morning? ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What impresses you most about this recounting of Jesus and Peter walking on the 
water? ________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus comes to his disciples walking on the water. Whenever we encounter the 
disciples in a boat, we are dealing with the Church, the barque of Peter. Here we see the 
beginning of the Church’s journey through time. 

                                                      
5 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, pp 50. 
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 Winds and waves toss the barque. Anyone acquainted with Church history knows the 
truth of this—and it’s a special comfort for those enduring our tumultuous times. We are 
engaged in spiritual warfare, a battle not against flesh and blood but against powers and 
principalities. 
 Early in the morning, the disciples saw Jesus coming toward them, ‘walking on the sea.’ 
Terrified, they cried out. But Jesus calmed them with the words, ‘Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid.’ Then Peter said, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 
 Peter stands preeminently for the Church across the ages. And here is the Church at its 
best, reaching out in confidence to Christ. The fruit of that confidence is participation in the 
Lord’s power: Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. Relying 
on our own power, we can nothing. But relying on him, we can do anything.”6 
 How have you resembled Peter with “enthusiastic love and insufficient faith”? ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How does the apostle’s confession of faith increase after they observe Jesus walking on 
the water versus their initial experience of His calming the sea in Matthew 8:23-27? How has 
your understanding of Jesus developed over the years? (“Grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ” -2 Peter 3:18). _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Who will later profess Jesus as the Son of God in Matthew’s gospel (Matt 16:16, 27:54)? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How would you describe who Jesus is to an inquisitive individual? Write a brief, no more 
than two sentence summary here: 
 Jesus is _________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Be prepared at all times to respectfully share your faith to anyone, at anytime (1 Peter 3:15-16). 
(Google the song “Nobody” by Casting Crowns). 
 
Matthew 14: 34-36: Jesus Heals 
Cultural note: It was expected that the corner tassels (or wings) of the Messiah’s prayer shawl 
would emit healing properties if touched. 
 
 How does Jesus’ popularity with the general public contrast with His rejection at 
Nazareth (13:54-58) and the hostility of the religious leaders (15:1-20)? ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, Dec 2022. 

                                                      
6 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 14:22-26: August 2, 2022. Accessed online from Word 
on Fire at wof@wordonfire.org.  


